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EXDIS 

FOLLOWING TEL SENT ACTION SECSTATE FROM MADRID NOV 26: 

QUOTE SECRET MADRID 09370 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TABS: PINR, UR, SP 

SUBJECT: SOVIET INTEREST IN THE SPANISH PORT ALGECIRAS 

REF: STATE 280068 

1 . I HAD OPPORTUNITY ON NOVEMBER 15 (PRIOR TO RECEIPT 
REFTEL) TO EXPRESS CONCERN ABOUT SOVIET EFFORTS TO 
ESTABLISH THEMSELVES IN ALGECIRAS TO ANTONIO ELIAS 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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MARTINELA, DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EUROPE AND ATLANTIC 
AFFAIRS IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. ELIAS TOLD ME IN 
REPLY THAT ALTHOUGH NO FINAL DECISION HAD BEEN MADE 
ON THIS MATTER, GOVERNOR OF CADIZ HAD ALREADY BEEN 
INFORMED THAT CONSIDERATION OF THIS SOVIET PROJECT 
WAS BEING PUT IN ABEYANCE. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT STATE 
IT DIRECTLY, IMPLICATION OF HIS REMARKS WAS THAT 
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ULTIMATELY SOVIETS WOULD BE TURNED DOWN ON THIS. 

2. DURING LUNCH WITH SOVIET AMBASSADOR BOGOMOLOV NOVEMBER 
23, 1 ASKED ABOUT ALGECIRAS REPORTS. BOGOMOLOV REPLIED 
FLATLY THAT SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAD REJECTED SOVIET 
REQUEST. HE SAID THAT AS A RESULT SOVIETS WOULD NOW BE 
LOOKING FOR SIMILAR FACILITIES IN ITALY. PORTUGAL OR 

NORTH AFRICA (HE MENTIONED TANGIER AND ALGIERS) AND 
THAT THEY WOULD PERHAPS BE EXPANDING THEIR CURRENT 
ARRANGEMENTS IN HAMBURG. 

3. DURING CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL IN CHARGE 
OF EASTERN EUROPE (REPORTED SEPTEL NOVEMBER 25) 

POLITICAL COUNSELOR USED POINTS CONTAINED PARA 3 REFTEL, 

AND NOTED IN ADDITION THAT SUCH A SOVIET FACILITY WOULD 
ENHANCE MOSCOW'S CAPACITY TO INFILTRATE AND SUBVERT 
*SPAIN ITSELF. AS REPORTED, IMPRESSION HE RECEIVED 

WAS THAT AT LEAST AT FOREIGN MINISTRY LEVEL SPANISH 
WERE WELL AWARE OF SECURITY INTERESTS INVOLVED IN 
SOVIET EFFORTS TO OBTAIN FOOTHOLD IN ALGECIRAS. 

4. SPANISH SEEM TO BE MOVING IN RIGHT DIRECTION ON THIS 
QUESTION, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO INFORMATION TO SUBSTANTIATE 
BOGOMOLOV'S CLAIM THAT FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE. 

WE WILL BE TAKING FURTHER SOUNDINGS TO DETERMINE 
EXACTLY WHERE THIS MATTER STANDS. STABLER UNQUOTE VANCE 
SECRET 
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SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LOBBYING, ACCESS TO PORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE286578 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EUR/WE:AHUGHES:JL 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770445-0474 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t197712104/aaaadkmp.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 32efcefb-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 STATE 280068 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 111609 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET INTEREST IN THE SPANISH PORT ALGECIRAS 
TAGS: PINR, MARR, UR, SP, IT, PO, XI 
To: ROME LISBON MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/32efcefb-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



